cypress, mulberry, ash and willow. The orchards
and vineyards of the Afghans are famous through-
out Asia. As irrigation experts they are second
only to their neighbours in China. They usually
raise two crops a year of grain and vegetables,
sowing their wheat, barley, and lentils in the
autumn and their tobacco, maize, beets and rice
In the spring.

Afghan soil Is the property of the state. It
is divided more or less evenly among the different
families, and in order that all may have an equal
chance the fields are re-distributed every five
or ten years. This Is Indeed a remarkably
democratic system. The principal revenue of the
Afghan Government comes from taxes on these
lands, on houses, and on grazing rights and from
import and export duties. There are not many
non-Mohammedans in the country, but all
Hindus and others who are permitted to live
and trade there must pay a special poll-tax. On
the whole the Afghans abhor trades and crafts
and look down upon shopkeepers. It is because
they can make use of the non-Mohammedans
in the dull affairs of business that they allow
them to enter the country at all.

Jalalabad was laid out nearly four centuries
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